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MINUTES OF A DISTRICT CONFERENCE 


HELD IN THE TEMPERANCE HALL, GROSVENOR STREET, MANCHESTER, ON 
SUNDAY, 17TH oF JULY, 1864. 


10 a.m. 

Present on the Stand: Of the Twelve 
Apostles, George Q. Cannon, Presi- 
dent of the European Mission, Elders 
Georze W. Grant, President of the 
Manchester Conference, Septimus 
Sears, President of the Liverpool Con- 
ference, Elnathan Eldredge, President 
of the Preston Conference, Joseph 
H. Felt, President of the Durham 
Conference, Charles Widerborg, late 
from Zion, Wilford Woodruff, jun. 
and Charles Crosby, Travelling Elders 
in the Manchester Conference, George 
W. Gee, Travelling Elder in the Liver- 
pool Conference, and George Reynolds 
and John Day from the Liverpool 
office. 

The meeting was called to order and 
the choir sang—‘* The morning breaks, 
the shadows flee,” d&c., after which 
Elder Elnathan Eldredge “engaged in 
prayer, when the choir sang—‘‘ The 


time is nigh, that happy time,” dc. 
Elder George Grant 
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(Reported by Elder Joseph G. Romney. ) 


ave met for the i 
benefited and. and I 
we will feel amply repaid for our 
meeting together, for I know that the 
Spirit of God is here. If we will but 
‘keep this Spirit, we will ever feel 
willing to quit all we have, and to be 
spent in the cause of our Gad: We 
shall be made to rejoice under’ the 
hallowed influence of the Spirit of God. 
It is not in the amount of words that 
we may speak, or hear, by which we 
reap instruction, but in the spirit that 
accompanies them. If there ever was 
a day when we Latter-day Saints: 
should live near unto God, it is now, 
when war is abroad in the earth. Un- 
inspired men cannot see down the 
stream of time, but we can by the 
Spirit. Many, in times past, have — 
been anxious to live in this day—they 
could see it by the spirit of prophecy. 
I know this is the Church an a 
dom of God, and that it will triumph 
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may he called wicked by our enemies, 
but I know that we will be saved if we 
only live faithful to the end. 

Elder George Reynolds said, — I 
feel happy in meeting with so many of 
you this morning. Iam happy always 
in meeting wich the Saints, for we are 
all looking forward to the same time 
and for the same blessings. By the 
Spirit of God we can call down bles- 
sings for ourselves, and be blessed 
with the inspiration of the Spirit. I 
look upon that Spirit enjoyed by the 
servants of God in this day as inspira- 
tion, just as much as that of an ancient 
Prophet of God. This is great and 
- glorious, to live constantly by the 
words of ispiration flowing from the 
lips of the servants of God. We each 
enjoy a portion of that Spirit by our 
faithfulness. By its assistance we can 
continue in the path of safety and 
gain salvation. I feel it to be a great 
privilege to be a co-worker with the 
Apostles and Prophets and with the 
Savior, and to live in that day when 
God’s great Latter-day Work is again 
established ; and, humble as we are, 
if faithful, we can aid in the further- 
ance of this great design. If, how- 
ever, we neglect the day of small 
tifings-—if we think we are not power- 
ful enough to do good and work 
righteousness, we will find we will lose 
those great blessings gained by all 
true Saints. The Spirit of God always 
prepares the hearts of the people to 
receive the truth when they obey it. 

Elder Joseph H. Felt said—I can 
truly say I feel happy to see you once 
mere. Itcauses me to rejoice in meet- 
ing with you. The Lord has promised 
that where two or three meet together 
in his name, that he will be there to 
bless them. We, therefore, enjoy 
ourselves, for we know this Work to 
be of God, and can each bear a testi- 
mony of it. Now, do we not know 
that this Gospel is of God? I know 
that there is not one who has obeyed 
the ordinances, and is sufficiently 
humble, but who can say that they 
know it is true. The fate of others 
should be a warning to us. We 
should be obedient to all the counsels 
of the servants of God. How many 
can we see around who were once 
counted good Saints, now no longer 
with us, and they deny Joseph Smith’s 
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| mission. How did they lose the Sj. 
rit? It was by transyression that they 
lost that knowledge. Let us take 
_these warnings to ourselves, and liye 
more faithful and humble every day, 
Elder Septimus Sears said,—It gives 
me much pleasure to meet with you 
under such favorable circumstances 
I have looked forward to this day for 
sometime, for I anticipated reapi 
good from the instructions of 
those over me. I can bear, as 
| brethren have, a_ testimony of the 
'Truth. The more that I see of the 
Gospel, the more I prize it, and the 
'more I feel to prize the Priesthood. 
It is necessary to concentrate our 
minds upon the business of theday if we 
would enjoy happiness. I feel happy 
| to represent the Liverpool Conference, 
[ find the people very warm-hearted 
_ and their testimonies are the same as 
yours, and they are generally striving 
todo right. Some have lost the Spint 
| of God, but I am happy to say they 
‘are few. The Priesthood are anxious 
magnify their offices, for they realize 
that the time is short. We now see 
that the prophecies of Joseph, and of 
_others, concerning these days, are 
coming speedily to pass, and the un- 
believing will find out soon that ther 
predictions are true. We meet but 


little opposition in our out-door 
preaching, except in the town of 
Liverpool. It is our duty to be bold 


and fearless in advocating the princr 
ples of the Gospel, and our Father 
| will richly bless us for so doing. We 
have great cause to rejoice when we 
look abroad upon the confusion which 
exists in the world, for we have the 
Gospel which brings peace and 
exalt and save us. As I now feel, | 
would rather die than turn back sae 
deny the faith. This is the feeling 
every man and woman who y 
realize the value of the Truth and 
the Priesthood. 
Elder Elnathan Eldredge mn 
feel to represent the Preston Co 
rence, but I will be as brief as e. 
It is in a very good state, and our 
prospects are good for the future. 
We have baptized quite a DU 
since the New Year. The athe 
are a good class of men, 30 voli 
Saints are striving to live thelr 


gion so as to show the world that they 
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ue its principles highly, 
‘iving to live them. I can say, 
ihfully, the Conference is in a 
ry prosperous and flourishing Com 
tion. 

President George Q. Cannon said,— 
feel happy to meet with you, and to 
re so many turn out to attend this 
renoon meeting. I feel to join with 
»y brethren in the wish they have 
pressed, that we may enjoy the 
Joly Spirit. persons present, 
expect, feel like meeting with our 
rethren from the Mountains, whom 
ehave been expecting for some time, 
nl I hope they will have that privi- 
ge before the day is out. However, 
hether we have any additions to our 
umbers or not, there are Elders 
uficient present to give all the in- 
ruction necessary, yet we would be 
ost happy to see them come. I 
ave found, in my experience, that it 
s the privilege of the humblest to 
njoy the Spirit of God, for it is the 
ivilege of every one who worships 
im truthfully, to receive strength to 
eiform every labor devolving upon 
bem in their position. It is this 
eculiarity of the Church of Jesus 
‘hrist that makes it dear unto me, for 
‘1s the privilege of the so-called lay- 
hen, as well as the Priest, to receive 
mowledge and strength for them- 
ives. God has made unto the inha- 
tants of the earth certain promises, 
il every man or woman can claim, 
y their faithfulness, the fulfilment of 
dose promises. If we could not ob- 
un this heaven-born strength, we 
ould not stand against the trials and 
‘mptaiions that surround our path- 
ray. Were the blessings of the Gospel 
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wonder why we can bear difficulty and. , 
face so unflinchingly the persecutions. | 
brought upon us by the ungedly—how 
we can leave friends and relatives and 
home—how we can submit to violence . 
‘and, mobocracy uncomplainingly and. 
even cheerfully—how we can leave — 
civilization and its comforts, and make 
our home with the barbarous savages, 
who roam the plains and the wilder- 
ness. They call it fanaticism and the 
strength of imposture. The secret of 
it, however, is this: Those who de- 
nd upon the Spirit of Jesus Christ 
oem received a knowledge which tells 
them that the Gospel is of God, and 
that they can gain exaltation by obedi- 
ence to its principles. This is the 
secret of the steadfastness of the 
Latter-day Saints. Had it not been’, 
for this Spirit we would have been 
scattered to the four winds. Unless 
this people had a knowledge of this 
kind, they would forsake this Work, 
What motive could be found suffici- | 
ently powerful, which man could 
bring to bear upon his understanding, 
to cause him to stand firm to the truth | 
in the tempestuous storms of adversi 
short of this Spirit?) Some callit self- — 
interest. Every person who will 
reason will say it is not self-interest of 
a low, grovelling and gross kind. 
Everyone knows, however, that if they 
will remain true they will gain a great 
and a glorious reward. For all their 
works, their trials and temptations, a 
great reward will be given unto them. 
If there is any one thing which causes 
me to rejoice in the Gospel of salva- 
tion more than another, it is for the 
peculiar feature of it, that none is 
dependent for light and intelligence — 


estricted to a certain class, there 
rould nut be that union and strength 
a the members of the Church neces- 
uy to enable them to stand. If you 
ver depend upou the Spirit of God, 


upon manalone. It begets indepen- 

dence of character, and I always loved | 
this independence. They can go to 
God for themselves—they have not to | 
appeal to mau, and to depend upon | 


ou will move in safety. In this 
espect the Latter-day Saints are differ- 
ent from any other people, for they 
ure dependent upon no man, nor 
om of men, for their knowledge. 
— ‘8 no need for any individual to 
“aay upon another for his know- 
: ee for he can drink at the fountain 
roportion is 

the Prophets” of old. yt 


Many people 


him alone for knowledge, for they: cam 


go directly to God. This feature de-; X 


velopes independence, and raises man. 
as it should, causing him to rise in the 
majesty of manhood, and God will 
answer his prayers. . God does .not 

look at the texture. of: the cloth a man, 
wears, or to the education that he has 
obtained, but to purity of,his: 
heart. I love the Gospel for, this—we | 
can be released from thraldom, from 
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everything of a tyrannical and — 
sive nature. Those who have been 
fearless in coming out in opposition to 
the world, I can see will become great 
and mighty(ijereafter. It will de- 
velop power and might and intelli- 
gence in the minds of the faithful 
Saints, and they will be happy in the 
future existences of our Father. 

The hymn ‘Zion stands with hills 
surrounded” was then sung, and Elder 
Wilford Woodruff, jun., engaged in 


prayer. 


2.30 p.m. 

Afternoon meeting was opened by 
singing ‘‘O Zion when I think of 
thee,” when prayer was offered up by 
Elder George W. Grant; after which 
the choir sang ‘‘ And are we yet alive,” 
&c. Sacrament was then admini- 
stered, when Elder Charles Widerborg 
arose and spoke as follows,—Brethren 
and sisters, I feel happy this afternoon 
in having the great privilege of meet- 
ing with you, and listening to the words 
of the servants of God. Not having 
much practice in speaking the English 
language in public, I hope that you 
will bear with me, and assist me with 
your faith and prayers. About eight 
years ago I attended a Conference 
meeting here, and I can bear the same 
testimony now that I did then, that 
the work we are engaged in is the 
Work of God. It isthe path of safety 
and salvation tous. I often think I 
am not sufficiently grateful to God for 
his great mercies and blessings, and 
for the privilege of possessing the 
Truth. We often express ourselves 
that we are the happiest people upon 
the earth, and it is very proper, for 
what people have the Truth but us? 
We have again given unto us Prophets, 
Apostles, Evangelists, &c., as the 
Church had anciently —inspired men 
who can speak the mind and will of 
God, and instruct us in our duties, 
We have also the assistance of the 
Spirit of God to guide us and enable 
us to resist evils and temptations, and 
to do right under all circumstances. 
The faithful Saint has proved this to 
be true; and how pleasant it is to 
congregate with the Saints, and see 
the liyht in their eyes and the joy 
beaming on their countenances. They 
leve the principles of the Gospel be- 
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cause the 


good, noble and virtuous. I tried, ig 
my younger days, to read and 4 
search the writings of the learned, but 
their assertions did not satisfy me, ]j 
was in the Gospel of Jesus Christ] 
found the true knowledge, by obeying 
the first principles of the plan of al. 
vation, which no man can comprehend 
without the Spirit of revelation aad 
the administration of the true Priest. 
hood, which has been restored in this 
the last dispensation. God revealed 
himself to Joseph Smith, the Prophet, 
an unlearned and illiterate youth, and 
instructed him, by the ministration of 
angels, in the mission he had to per. 
form. We, who have obeyed the 
Gospel of Jesus, know for ourselves 
that it is the power of God untosl- 
vation ; our faith is founded on the 
rock of revelation, and we can advance 
step by step to perfection, if were 
main faithful. I can bear testimony 
that the people of God in Utah ares 
good people. Among them are the 
noblest men aud women upon the 
earth, and I consider it a great pnm- 
lege to gather home and associate with 
them. I can now go upon my mission 
to my native country, in the Scand: 
navian Mission, with much more a8st- 
tance to preach the Gospel, for I can 
say I have seen with my own eyes and 
heard with my own ears the Prophets 
and Apostles of God. I know they 
are good men, righteous men, laboring 
for the salvation pag 
have rejoiced greatly in the socie 
the Saints in Zion. Would to Gol 
that you and I may remain faithful to 
the end, that we may enter into the 
presence and glory of God. 
Elder Wilford Woodruff, sit 
—I can say as my brethren have 
before me, that I feel well in meeting 
with you in Conference, but I "hh 
much rather sit still and listen t - 
speak. I feel well in laboring 1 ™ 
Manchester Conference, and I can sf 
the Saints have treated me very ¥™ 
There are a few backsliders, a 
do not expect all who are bap athet 
be saved. It is our heavenly F 
whom we have covenated to obey, a 
if we have to struygle at all, let us ra 
for our own salvation. Weshoulds 


God with undivided attention, and thet 
we can claim the promised blessings 


-— contain all that is lov. 
| frie 
tha 
| Gor 
| 
| lun 
| but 
| pet 
| thi 
| 
| im 
tr 
| 
| 
| tin 
| po 
| 
| th 
| 
tri 
ky 
In 
| 
| al 
re 
4 
| Ce 
b 
a 

| 
| 


President George Q. Cannon said,— 
I desire, brethren and sisters and 
friends, to have your faith and prayers, 
that [ may be directed by the Spirit o 
God in what I may say. I have not 
had as good health as usual lately, my 
lungs having been somewhat affected ; 
but, as this will probably be the last 
opportunity I will have for some 
period of time, of meeting with you in 
this place, I feel that it would be 
almost wrong on my part to neglect 
improving it. The brethren have 
borne their testimonies to you of the 
truth, and you know them to be true. 
You have received the same testimony 
yourselves, and you should from this 
time forth endeavor to keep it in your 
possession. I have heard some people 
express wonder why individuals deny 
the Truth who have once borne testi- 
mony to it; but, if we understand 
truly the spirit of the Gospel, we will 
know that while under the influence 
of the Spirit of God we can bear testi- 
mony to the Truth, but when that 
Spirit takes its departure from us, we 
are left to ourselves, and we do not 
really see it as we once did, for the 
darkness in our minds makes it im- 
possible to do so. I have known those 
whose faith did not grow beyond a 
certain point. Up to that point they 
could say Joseph Smith was a Prophet 
of God, and that everything was right; 
but beyond that they would deny him 
and the doctrines he taught, because 
they had lost the Spirit of God. We 
would, perhaps, think that if we ever 
had the Spirit of God sufficiently to 
see the truth, that we would ever 
afterwards kuow it was of heaven ; 
but it is only by retaining the Spirit 
of God, by cultivating it, and by 
keeping it bright in our bosoms, that 
we, or they, can remain true. Those 
who have seen holy angels have after- 
wards denied the truth, though they 
would not deny that which they had 
seen lk ; 
“eh and Known while they had the 
~ tae There are no circumstances in 
ife in which we can be placed where 
We will not reqnire the Spirit of God 
guide us safely through them—- 
ere 18 no point of our lives, present 
“ to come, that we do not want the 
ight of that Spirit. Paul himself 
— somewhat in- fear and doubt, and 
¢ knew that did he lose the light of 
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God’s Spirit, he would become a cast- 
away. This has always been the case 
with every one of the servants of God. 
It is n that we should walk by 
faith—that we show, in trial and temp- 
tation, that we love the truth better 
than anything else upon the earth. 
We do not know the moment or hour 
—if we do not live so as to have the 
assistance and power of the Spirit— 
that trial may be so shaped that our 
faith may fail us, or our knowledge 
may not be sufficient to keep us in the 
ath of duty and in the Church. 
any of those who have once been 
Latter-day Saints and have apostatized, 
seem to have held the opinion while 
in the Church, that after they had 
received this knowledge there was no 
further need of exertion on their part, 
but that they could bea little careless, 
do a little wrong and overstep the 
boundaries, and tamper with sin. 
There have been people whose actions 
seem to show that they entertained 
this foolish idea. I have seen men 
who have been successful Elders in 
the Church of God, who have done a 
great deal of good, and who have been 
blessed in convincing many others of 
the truth of the Gospel,—men who, 
by the power of faith, were able to 
heal the sick and perform miracles in 
the name of Jesus. I have seen that 
such men would, in some instances, 
tamper with wrong, and, on this ac- 
count, that they became indifferent to 
the duties and obligations of the Gos- 
pel devolving upon them, and to the 
things of God. That they would sleep 
and let others go on and pass them in 
the path. I have never _ one, 
though, who could do this, without 
losing the Spirit of God and falling 
from grace. I bear testimony in the 
name of Jesus Christ unto you, that 
no one can stand faithful to the end 
and enjoy the blessings of the Lord, 
but by pursuing a straightforward 
course. Can you wonder that anyone 
would apostatize and leave this Church 
who would practice iniquity and allow 
improper feelings to enter into their 
bosoms? I would wonder if they did’ 
not. When I see a man going con- 
trary to the principles of the Gospel 
and the dictates of the Spirit, it is not 
difficult to know that he will aposta- 
tize from the truth— that he will suffer 
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the withdrawal! of those blessings pro- ' No man, however high in station hy 
mised for the performance of our duty. ' may be, can commit sin an enjoy the 
and be left to wander in darkness and | spirit of the Work, and these i 


doubt according to the conceits of his _ prove unto us that man cannot try. 
own mind. | gress His laws with impunity. Mor 


I do not mow that I will have ano-! men have lost their standing in this 
ther opportunity to speak to you again Church and their salvation, by viola. 
in this land, and I want you all to! ting the principles of virtue, thy 
bear in mind, that he who will work | from any other cause. If you and] 
iniquity in Israel will fall away if he, | are ever saved and exalted in th 
or she, will not repent. However kingdom of God, it will be by faithfel 
much of che Spirit of God they may adherence to the principles of virty 
have had, if they tamper with sin they and to the Gospel of salvation. Oy 
will surely deny the Guspel. God has ; Father may give us the spirit of pr 
given us illustration upon illustration | phecy, great faith, much wisdom and 
upon this point, and incident after intelligence; but, if we gain eve 
incident to show that thisis so. How '‘lasting life, it must be by faithful 
many are there in the range of your actions like those of our elder Brother 
acquaintances who have thus fellen and our Father. He does not loo 
away! Cannot you trace apostacy in| upon sin with any degree of allowance; 
their cases to its true cause? You the consequences of transgression ar 
know the causes operating on them, | inevitable and will follow. You 
and you can trace their downfall to | knowledge and my knowledge to-day, 
certain departures from principle and | is sufficient for the labors of to-day, 
virtue. When the Spirit and its and there is no point we will eva 
warnings have not been heeded, and attain to, no station we may gains 
it has pleaded in vain with man to re- | high, but that we will find He wil 
pent, he cannot then see the cause of | still aid us and impart unto us th 
his own downfall, for he has left the | necessary knowledge. He will gre 
path of duty and he is in darkness and | his Spirit unto us, enough to enable 
doubt. After men have hardened | every one of us to gain success, if ¥e 
their hearts to the Spirit of God, the take the right course to retain it. 
path they are treading is dark, and! An idea has been indulged in very 
they do not see the direction in which | widely by preachers in the world and 
‘tisrunning. There have been seve- | others, that the great events, which 
ral prominent :acn who have left the | are to come to pass in fulfilment of the 
Church at different times. Oliver! predictions of the Prophets, and by 
Cowdery, Martin Harris, David Whit- | which the earth is to be changed and 
mer, Sydney Rigdon and others. You revolutionized and fitted asa residence 
know they were once bright and | forthe Lord Jesustocomeuntoandreig 
shining lights in the Church; now, ! with his faithful Saints, are to be 
what has been the cause of these men’s! brought about by the Lord in some 
downfall and ruin? Oliver Cowdery, | wonderfully sudden and startling ma- 
one day in pleading law, having taken | ner. This opinion is a very o— 
up its practice after leaving the Church, ! one. Probably one cause of this feet 
was reproached with having testified to | ing being so prevalent, at the preselt 
seeingan angel, hy theopposingcounsel, | time, is to be found in the futility “ 
for the purpose of raising a prejudice | their own efforts to accomplish = 
against ; but there, in open court, great results gradually. Many 
he said, —** The testimonyI thenboreis hoped—and, indeed, the hope almos 
true.” He had lost the Spirit of God | became national in some quarters— 
and was treading in darkness, yet | that peace could be preserved by 
could not then deny what he had/sembling ‘‘Peace Congresses, er 
seen. Martin H arris, also, has always | that, for the future, they would bat 
borne a solemn testimony to the truth | use the sword one against another, 
of the Book of Mormon. Yet they | that arbitration would settle all ai 

‘f the Chureh, and thought | culties. How they have been bad 
wis wrong within it ; how | inthis respect, allknow. They , ’ 

‘hey had committed sin. also, by their efforts, to ” 


were ont 
everyt! 
Was this 
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cause knowledge to increase so much | unto it. And many people shall os 


that the prediction would be fulfilled 
respecting ‘‘the earth being full of 
the knowledge of God as the waters 
cover the sea.” But their hopes have 
greatly decreased upon these points. 

They see that their efforts have been 
futile; so, many now look for these 
changes, when they do come, to come 
rapidly, and in the twinkling of an 
eye, by very wonderful manifestations 
and displays of the power of God. I 
do not, however, believe that God’s 
work will be done in any such way, or 
that the wicked will see any more 
reason for believing it in the future 
than they donow. I formerly thought, \ 
when a youth, that when the wonder- 
ful things which had been foretold 
respecting the last days and the work 
of God on the earth would come to 
pass, that the evidences would be so 
uresistibly strong, that none would 
gainsay them; but I have sinc 

learned, by experience, that I was 
mistaken. Naturally, it might be 
thought that when the predictions 
uttered by brother Joseph, the Pro-' 
phet, respecting the war which should 
break out in South Carolina, and 
which should tear asunder or divide 
the United States, or the predictions 
uttered by Isaiah and Micah,—‘‘ And 
it shall come to pass in the last days, 
that the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above 


the hills; and all nations shall flow 
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and say, Come ye, and let us go up to 
the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the God of Jacob; and he will 
teach us of his ways, and we will walk 
in his paths: for out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the 
Lord from Jerusalem,” that the people 
would see their fulfilment and - 
ledge them. But do they thus ‘see — 
them? There are many people now 
who say in the exact words of the Pro- 
phets,—‘‘ Come ye, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord, to the 
house of the God of Jacob: and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths.” Yet those who 
witness these works of the Gospel fail 
to admit that it is the Work of God 
which produces these results. I, 
therefore, deny in toto the correctness 
of the view entertained by the world ; 
the Work of God will be carried on in 
such a way, that those who are willing- 
ly blind and will not see, can not see 
it, for it will be imperceptible to them. 
The nations of the world will fulfil the 
purposes of God, and will not know 
that they are doing so when they do 
it. The Lord will go forth and slay 
the nations, and so plainly is it being 
fulfilled, that a ‘‘wayfaring man, 
though a fool, may see it.” When 
the _ anciently cast lots for the 
garments of the Savior,’ they did not 
know that they were fulfilling the 
words of the Prophet, and so will it be 
with the people in the last days. 


(To be continued.) 
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IGHAM YOUNG. 


(Continued from page 488.) 


ii t AS 

Un a certain occasion, while going 
to hear the Elders, I passed the house 
of my brother, Sulomon, and enquired 
of him if he had seen them, he an- 
swered he had, and had heard them 
pray, and prayed with them. I asked 
what he thought of them, he replied 
they are full of the Holy Ghost re- 
ligion.” I told him I was going to see 
them, he said, ‘Go.’ | 

Brother Brigham Young afterwards 
prophesied that my brother Solomon 
would yet believe the Work and 


embrace it, and would lay hold of me, 


and wonder why I had come into pos- 
session of such great knowledge. 

The family of John Young, sen., of | 
five sons, five daughters, and two 
sons-in-law, John P. Greene and Joel 
Sanford, had moved into Mendon a 
few years previously. They had the 
same principles in their breasts which 
I had in mine; truth was what we 
wanted and would have, and truth wedid 
receive ; for the Lord granted us testi- 
ae ai testimony of the truth of 

ospel. 

Upori one occasion Father John 
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Young, Brigham Young, Joseph Young 
and myself had gathered together to get 
some wood for Phinehas H. Young; 
we were. pondering upon those things 
which had been'told us by the Elders, 
and upon the Saints gathering to Zion, 
and the glory of God shone upon us, 
and we saw the gathering of the Saints 
to Zion, and the glory that would rest 
upon them; and many more things 
connected with that great event, such 
as. the sufferings and persecutions 
which would come upon the people of 
God, and the calamities and judg- 
ments which would come upon the 
world. 

These things caused such great joy 
to. spring up in our bosoms, that we 
were hardly able to contain ourselves ; 
and we did shout aloud, Hosannah to 
God and the Lamb. 

These things increasing our desires 
to hear. Itook my horses and sleighand 
atarted for Pennsylvania; Brigham 
and Phinehas Young and their wives 
went along with me. We stayed with 
the Church there about six days, at- 
tended their meetings, heard them 
. speak in tongues, interpret and pro- 


EDITORIAL. 


confirmed in the truth, and bore tess 
mony of that which we had iy 
heard, to our friends and neigh)», 

went forward and was baptized by 
Eleazer Miller, and the next day, o 
the day following, Alpheus Gifford 
came into my shop while I was for. 
ing a vessel 0g the wheel, and while 
conversing with me upon the subj 

of this Work, I er “brotha 
Alpheus, I am ready to go forward 
and be baptized.’ I jum wp, pale 
off my apron, washed my hands and 
started with him with my sleeves roll- 
ed up to my shoulders, and went the 
distance of one mile where he baptized 
me in a small stream in the woods 
After I was baptized I kneeled 
down and he laid his hands upon my 
head and confirmed me a member of 
the Church of Jesus Christ, and said 
unto me, ‘‘ In the name of Jesus Christ 
and by the authority of the holy 
Priesthood receive ye the Holy Ghost,” 
and before I got up off my knees, he 
wanted to ordain me an Elder; but! 
plead with him not to do it, asl felt fol 
myself unworthy of such a calling, and an 


phecy, which truly caused us to rejoice | such an office. 
and praise the Lord. We returned 

(Tob continued ) \ 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 6, 1864. 


A CAUTION RESPECTING WRITING. 

Too great care cannot be taken by the Elders in their correspondence with one 
We have had our attention “ 
portance of this subject by seeing letters which have been sent by one 
another of the brethren, and which have been handed to us for perusal. We 
have seen sentiments and language used in such letters which we 4 
ceedingly inappropriate under the circumstances. The counsel 
Joseph, to the Saints on this subject, ought to be treasured up in every heart, 
_ and made the rule of conduct by every Saint, but especially by 


another and with the world. 


He says :— 


called to the im- 


eemed ex- 
of brother 


the Elders. 


| 


EDITORIAL. 


“), Never write a letter to a friend or foe, unless you have business which canfot- 

done as well in some other way; or, unless you have news to communicate that is | 
, time and money. .In this way you will increase confidence and save postage. « 

“9 Never write anything to a friend or foe that you are afraid to read to friend or } 

e, for letters from a distance, especially one or two thousand miles, are sought for 

ith great anxiety; and, as no one is a judge of men and things, you are liable to mis- 

present yourself, your country, your friends and your enemies, and put in the mouth 

the honest, as well as the dishonest, a lie, which truth, in her gradual but virtuous 

y, may not contradict till your head is under the silent clods of the valley. 

“3. Never write anything but truth, for truth is heavenly, and, like the sun, is 

ways bright, and proves itself without logic, without reasons, without witnesses, and 

ever fails. Truth is of the Lord, and will prevail. | Later 

“4, Never reprove a friend or foe for faults in a letter, except by revelation ; for, inthe. 

irst place, your private intentions, be they ever so good, are liable to become public, <a 

because all letters may be broken open, and your opinion only on one side of the question, =«_— 

mn be scattered to the four winds; and he to whom you meant good, receives evil; 

ad you are not benefited. Again, we can hardly find language, written or spoken on : 

», at this time, that will convey the true meaning of the heart to the understanding 

fanother; and you are liable to be misanderstood, and to give unpleasant feelings; ~ 
aod you merely, to use a simile, bleed an old sore, by probing it for proud flesh, when 
it only wanted a little oil from the hand of the good Samaritan, in person, to heal i. 
No matter how pure your intentions may be; no matter how high your standing is, 
you cannot touch man’s heart when absent as when present. Truly, you do net cast 
your pearls before swine, but you throw your gold before man, and he robs you for your 
folly. Instead of reproot give good advice; and when face to face, rebuke a wise man, 
and he will love you; or do so to your friend, that, should he become your enemy, he 
cannot reproach you: thus you mag live, not. only unspotted, but unsuspected. _ 

“5. Never write what you would be ashamed to have printed; or what might offend | 
the chastest ear, or hurt the suftest heart. If you write what you are ashamed to have 
pnated, you are partial ; if you write what would offend virtue, you have not the Spirit 
of the Lord; and if you write what would wound the weak-hearted, you are not feeding 
the Lord’s lambs, and thus you may know that you are not doing to others what you 
would expect others to do to you. The only rule we would give to regilate writing 
letters is this :—Write what you are willing should be published in this world, and in / 
the world to come. And would to God, that not only the disciples of Christ, but the BS 
whole world, were willing to follow this rule. Then the commandments would be kept, — : 
and no one would write a word against the Lord his God. No one would write a word » 
against his father or mother. No one would write a word against his neighbor. No 
one would write a word against the creatures of God. No one would need write a word 
‘galnst anything but sin; and then the world would be worth living in, for there would 
be none to offend.” . g 

Words spoken orally do not have the durability of life which they have. — = 
when written. In the one case they die on the ear, and in the lapse of time, 9a 
memory may fail to retain them, and they pass away without doing the injury, ~ 
if they be unwisely spoken, which they would be likely to do if they wel | 
wntten. But when they are committed to paper, they live as long os aa a. 
material upon which they are inscribed endures, and they may, by copying, == 
become imperishable. An improper word or a wrong idea, when spoken indis- ~~ 
creetly and without any evil intention by a servant of God, ‘may be removed eet 
from the memory and mind of the hearers, or be so modified as to. lose its ~~~ 
hurtfulness, by the influence of the Spirit of God; but, when they are onée” ie 
written, their effects cannot be so easily corrected. Hence, every person, 
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cially the servants of the Lord, should be exceedingly careful as to what th 
write, and the character of the language in which they couch their ideas, oy 
to the most intimate friends, A letter which they may have imagined 
they penned it, would only be perused by the person unto whom it was oy 
might, by some accident, fall into other hands than those for whom its 
intended. It ought to have been destroyed, probably, but it has escaped, wi 


it may be preserved to create misapprehension and establish error, Jy mi 
writing of their daily acts and associations, also, in their journals, the Bids al 
ought to take great pains that nothing discreditable or erroneous should ni 
perpetuated by them. The principal object in writing a daily record of on W 
acts, &c., is that the recollection of them may be preserved ; how senseem e' 
then, would it be for a person to enter that which he would feel ashamed 4 tl 
have known! A man who to-day may not attach much importanee to'li m 
opinions, might possibly be disagreeably surprised in the great day of accoua S 
were he, while he lived, to write much and be careless as to its agreement wil v 
truth, to find how much evil had been wrought out by his indiscreet agi t 
irresponsible writings. An importance is frequently attached to the utter. ’ 


ances and acts and position of a man who has lived a generation or two pr 
viously, which his contemporaries would be quite unwilling to accord to then 
When it is truth which has been written by a faithful servant of God, and thu 
been perpetuated, it produces great good ; but when it is error, it will readily 
be perceived that its effects are increasedly hurtful. There is an amomtd 
deference paid to the writings of Paul at the present time, which he, possibly 
never anticipated would be when he penned them, or he might have writie 
differently on some points, that is, if we accept the present version of bs 
writings as not very, very incorrect. With his contemporaries they did mt 
weigh so very much. Even among his brethren and the Saints—though they, 
doubtless, attached far more value to them than anybody else—they did not 
receive the consideration which the writings of others obtained, who are ct 
sidered now-a-days his inferiors. He either wrote more than many of us 
brethren, or what he did write was much better preserved than their writing, 
and posterity have therefore assigned him a pre-eminence among his brethra 
which, when alive, he did not possess. If we take the past as a guide, postenly 
will be considerably influenced by our ideas and views. The Elders m 


“scarcely conceive, at the present time, of the weight which will be attached by 


future generations to their words and acts, as they may find them recorded ; 
how exceedingly careful we ought to be, then, that we should not be the meats 
of perpetuating error or anything that would be likely to lead to evil! M 
should consider it far preferable to have everything that we had over writie 
destroyed and blotted out of earthly existence, than to have our writings be 
the means of perpetuating error or imparting improper ideas. Let our eve 
word, thon, as servants of God and speaking by his authority, be carefull 
weighed, that when it is sent forth, whether its circulation be limited or & 
tensive, it may accomplish good. This, if observed, will check the tendenq 
to writing loose expressions and improper subjects which we have noticed, 
a few instances, with pain. 


There is this difference between ha iness and wisdom; he that thinks himself the 
sabpient man really is so, but he that thinks himself wisest is generally the grest™ 


he? 
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CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. | 


ARRIVALS. idents Daniel H. Wells and Brigham Young, jun, with = 
their wives, and Elders Abraham Hatch and Harrison Shurtleff, reached 7 
Liverpool on Monday, July the 25th. ‘These Elders left Zion on the 30th day 

of April, and ‘sailed from New York on July the 11th, on the 

Britannia, and, after a passage of a little over thirteen dave, landed at Ginagow, 

Scotland, from which place they came here by rail the same day. They aréin 

moderately good health—aside from the fatigne incident to 80 long a journey— 

and in excellent spirits, As our readers can well suppose, it is with no ordi- 

nary degree of pleasure that we have met with these our brethren, and 

welcomed them to these lands, and we trust that the necessary health; with 

every other blessing, will be continued unto and increased upon 

them to magnify their high callings throughout their missions. 

On Monday, July 25th, Elders William Wheeler, Guglielmo 

Seth A. Pymm, arrived at this port on the steamship Hecla, from New York, 

which place they left on July 13th. These Elders were appointed on missions 

to Europe at the last General Conference in Zion, and left in accordance there- / 

with about the beginning of Moy.) » : 


CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. | SaF } 


V ‘Bider Charles Widerborg is appointed to the Presidency of the » Scandinavian ‘Miediéa. 
Elder James Townsend is released from the Presidency of the Leeds Conferénee, to 
reside over the Nottingham District, comprising the Nottingham, Derby, Leicester and 
incolnshire Conferences. 
Elder William H. Waylett is released from the Presidency of North Wales, oa 
appointed to the Presidency of the Welsh District, é 
Elder W. 8. Phillips is appointed to the Presidemey of the Merthyr Conferenets A 
00- Elder James Ure is appointed to labor in the Scottish District, under the. direction of 
bis Elder Henson Walker. 
Elder Abraham Hatch is inted to labor in the Birmingham Conference, under the 
direction of Elder William 
ren Elder William Wheeler is appointed to labor in the Worcester Conference, sntets the a 
ity direction of Elder Franklin Marill. 
Elder Lorenzo D. Rudd is appointed to labor in the Reading Conference, under the 
direction of Eider Jonas N. Bock. : 
tider Goarge J. Marsh is appointed to labor in the Leeds Conference, as 
onference. 
Elder Joseph Weiler is appointed tq labor in the Liverpool Conference, under the . 
direction of Elder Septimus Sears 
Elder Edwin Frost is app the Warwickshire Conference, under* the 
direction of Elder Robert 
Elder Harrison Shurtleff is appointed to labor in the Nottingham Conference, 
the direction of Elder Heber Sol ohn Richards. 
is appointed to labor in Italy, under the direction of Eider 
Elder Kimball is released from laboring in 
in the London Conference, under the direction of ullock. 
der Seth A. Pymm is appointed to labor in London District, under 
of Elder Isaac 
Ider George W. Gee is released from laboring in the Liverpool Conference, rs 
in the Scandinavian Mission, under the direction of Elder Charles. Widerborg,. 


President of the Church of Jesus rist 
for Latter-day Saints in the 
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ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

LEICESTERSHIRE CONFERENCE.—Elder Henry Luff writes us from Leicester, 
on the 4th ult., and says :—‘‘ I know that you take an interest in the welfare 
of the young brethren who are placed under your watchcare. The Lerd hy 
blessed our efforts to do good, and the great Latter-day Work is p 
in this part of his vineyard. Our meetings are well attended by both Saints 
and strangers. QOut-door preaching has been attended to in different parts of 
the Conference, and we have yet met with but little opposition. We intend, 
with the blessings of the Almighty, to do all the good that we can, now that 
we have the privilege of so doing. I rejoice, myself, in being appointed to 
labor in the ministry, and to proclaim the principles of eternal life, realizing 
that I am not only blessing others, but myself likewise.” 


WARWICKSHIRE CONFERENCE.—Elder Robert Pixton writes from Coventry, 
on the 12th ult., and says :—‘‘I find the Saints trying to keep the  command- 
ments of God, and the brethren of the Priesthood are taking advantage of the 
fine weather to do out-door preaching, and in doing so we have had very good 
hearing. By what I learn from the brethren, I am in hopes we shall see the 
fruits of our labors this summer. I find that there is an increasing desire on 
the part of the Saints to gather home ; they show it by their faith and works. 
Those that are careless and indifferent are losing the Spirit of God. We have 
had a very dry time here, the vegetation seems all drying up; and I have 
heard farmers say that if they do not get rain before long, they will havew 
bring their stock up and feed them. This makes me think how soon the Lord 


can change the face of the country and cause a famine for the. accomplishment 
of his purposes.” 


NEWS FROM CONFERENCEN| We have received, from Elder John 
Harrison, the minutes of a Conference held in Preston, on Sunday, the 26th 
of June, which we are compelled to summarize for want of space. There were 
present on the Stand—Elders Thomas Taylor, President of the Manchester 
District, Elnathan Eldredge, President of the Preston Conference, and George 
W. Grant, President of the Manchester Conference. After a few remarks by 
Elder Elnathan Eldredge, the different Branches were represented by ther 
respective Presidents to be in a flourishing and healthy condition. A Statist: 
cal report was then read, by which it was seen that thirty-four persons had 
been added to their number by baptism since the New Year. The Authorities 
of the Church at home and abroad were presented by Elder Thomas Taylor, 
and unanimously sustained by the assembled Saints. During the meetings 
the day much excellent counsel and instruction were given by Elder Taylor, 
as well as by Elders Grant and Eldredge, and the Saints and strangers prest 
enjoyed themselves very well—the genial influence of the Spirit of God being 


shed abroad in their hearts, and they felt to rejoice in listening to the tesel 
ings of the servants of God. ) 


— 


cour ; to condemn it 
age enough to review your own conduct ; 

where you detect your faults; to amend it to the best of your ability; make goo! 

resolves for your future guidance, and to keep them. , 
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ENGLAND. 
LONDON DISTRICT. 
London, July 20, 1864. 
President Cannon. 

Dear Brother,—As many things of 
interest have occu since my 
communication, when the business of 
emigration was engaging our attention, 
Ithought it would be well to yivea 
brief report of our doings since then, 
and of the present pros we have 
of further good in this District. Our 
emigration from London, the past 
season, has been er than I autici- 
pated. Many have been delivered in 
amanner which gives a striking evi- 
dence of the fatherly care and good- 
ness of the Lord toward his faithful 
children. 

The embarkation again from this 
port, by the IJudson, of so many from 
different Conferences, favored us with 
our company, and also brought a 
oon number of Elders here whose 
presence was a cause of great pleasure 
to the Saints, and their visits in the 
different Branches were productive of 

ch, it 


much good, besides whi ve an 
opportunity for the Priesth to re- 
ceive much valuable instruction. 


Although so many have left this 
(London) Conference this season, yet 
there is no perceptible difference in 
our meetings ; we have many strangers 
attending them, and our numbers are 
being increased every week by bap- 
tisms. The Saints enjoy the Spirit of 
the Lord, and show a willingness to 
ow. by the instructions received. 
é principle of Tithing is being better 
unders and attended to, and the 
spirit of gathering is greatly on the 
r out-door operations are very 
encouraging, and the Elders have 
much joy in their labors. Hundreds 
listen attenti to the words of life, 
and much seed is being sown, 
not without some opposition, however, 
from the enemies of truth; yet we 
hope, like “‘ bread cast apon the waters 
it will be seen after many days.” 
On the 17th of June I commenced 
4 tour through the Essex Conference, 


in company with brother John Rider. . 
We visited from Branch to Branch and 
from house to house, the scattered 
condition of the Saints making it diffi- 
cult to get meetings on week-days. 
We spent a Sabbath agreeably at 
Grays, and from thence we went to 
Maldon, visiting the Saints on our 
route, and held a meeting at Hockley 
on Wednesday evening. At Maldon 
we remained three days, —- the 
Sabbath there; we had lively meet- 
ings, and gnjoyed ourselves in the 
midst of the families of the Saints. 
From thence we went to Bishop Stort- 
ford, holding a week-night meeting at 
Boxford. e Sabbath we spent at 
Bishop Stortford; meetings were, as 
usual, good. 

Iam happy to be able to report that 


the Work of the Lord is 
under the diligent and faithful labors 
of brothers John Rider and E. Puffs, 
The Branches are being trimmed up. 

tiently, for a long while, are being 
dealt with profiting. by 
the counsels they have received from 
the Priesthood, and are paying more ~ 
attention to their duties. This 
applies to the Watford Branch, where 
have since spent a Sabbath, and, gene-. 
rally, we have found a good feeling 
existing. We have spent many agree- 
able hours at the fireside with the 
Saints, from whem we have experi- 
enced t kindness ; and, although 
from the difficulty of holding meetings 
in some places, there has not been as 
mnch life as we should have liked, 
there are promises of improvement, 
and we have reason to hope that great 

will result from our visits in that 
ce. | 

It-is my intention to visit the Kent - 
Conference shortly. Elder George 
Sims, President, and E. I. Stockitig,~ 
Travelling Elder in that Conf A 
write in excellent spirits, and speak 
the remarkable manifestations of 


stration. The Spirit of the Lord is 
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brethren are rejoicing in their labors 
and seem more than ever determined 
to use all their energies in rolling on 
the Work of the Lord. I am thank- 
ful to say that in my journeyings the 
Lord has been with me. I am enjoy- 
ing myself in my labors, and feel en- 
couraged to continue my exertions in 
this part of the Lord’s vineyard, in 
which Lam greatly aided by my bre- 
thren ; and, the assistance afforded me 
by brother Barfoot in the office, en- 
ables me to get out more than I other- 
wise could do. 

I trust that now you are about to 
close your labors in these lands for the 
present, and to return home to Zion, 
that the Lord will vouchsafe you that 
health and strength which you need. 
With kind love to yourself, President 
Wells and your associates, in which 
the brethren join with me, I am, as 
ever, yours faithfully, 

isaac BULLOCK, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE CONFERENCE. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne, July 13, 1864. 
President Cannon. 
Dear Brother,—It is with feelings of 
great joy that 1 take up my pen to 
address you on the present occasion, 
for the purpose. of acquainting you 
with my feelings in the ministry. I 
. can truly say that I have great cause 
of thankfulness to my heavenly Father 
for the goodness and mercy he has 
manifested toward me during my labors 
in this country. When I think of 
my own inexperience and inability, 
and then reflect upon how miracu- 
lously I have been sustained since I 
was first called to be a messenger of 
life and salvation to the world, it 
causes my heart to overflow with 
thanksgiving unto God for his pre- 
serving care which has continually 
been over me. 

When I van get to talk a little with 
the people before they know I ama 
Latter-day Saint, they say I am very 
well versed in principle, Scripture &e., 
— cea as they hear what am, 

ey shun my company, and imagine 
that they see something zbout 
is not exactly right. Iam then looked 
upon as an outcast, devoid of all 
Principle and as perfectly ignorant, 


which circumstance shows plainty that 


‘ 
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their minds are grossly "prejudiced. 
But there are many who are willing to 
investigate, and my greatest aim oe 
been to remove prejudice from th 
that they might have the aid of the 
Spirit of God to enable them to se 
clearly into the Truth, and | trast my 
labors have not been altogether jp 
vain. But, for all my success, I do 
not take the least Bs. to myself; | 
know it is God who works through his 
servants, and I am thankful that he 
uses me as an instrument for the 
spreading of the Gospel, for I feel 
much blessed in so doing. I leam 
more every day concerning my duties 
in the kingdom, and the Lord watches 
over me, chastening me when | 
astray, and rewarding me when io 
right, and my determinations are fixed 
stronger than ever to live so before 
the Lord that I can continually have 
his smile and approbation upon me, 
as well as give satisfaction to his ser- 
vants who are placed over me. 
Wherein I have erred up to yd as 
sent time, I sorely repent of belore 
God, and by his blessing I will im- 
prove on the past, and continue to pro- 
ress in holiness until, finally, I sh 
be worthy of salvation and exaltation 
in his kingdom. 

I am doing the best I can to forward 
the Work of God in this Conference. 
I cannot represent it in as flourishing 
a condition as some Conferelices are, 
but I trust we shall improve. We 
are baptizing occasionally, and. there 
are many who are interested m 

rinciples of the Gospel ; and, by the 
ke of the Lord, the Newcastle- 
on-Tyne Conference will yet assist m 
forwarding his great and glorious Work 
upon the earth. I pray God to grant 
us his blessings that we may prosper 
in our humble endeavors to serve 
him. 

We are hoping to see you once more 
before you return home ; and the 
Lord may bless you, whether at home 
or abroad, on the land or on the * 
and preserve you to overcome 
things and come forth with the re 
deemed and sanctified, is the f 


rayer of your humble brother in the 


ospel, 
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SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Russta.—The freshly-erected capola crowning the Church of ‘the ‘Trans ‘ 
tion at St. Petersburg, came down on the 18th ult. with a terrific.crash ; but 
he loss of life would have been poenpaceatesey limited had not crowds of towne- ~ 
ople forced an entrance into the edifice beyond all control from the police om. 
military in immediate attendance. The concussion created by the. falling domte. . 
1 a short time brought down the whole structure, overwhelming several’) 
}undreds in the ruin, the precise amount of casualties by the catastrophe had not 
een ascertained at the despatch of latest intelligence. | gq? 


Potanp.—The Baltic Gazette gives the following statistics relating to the late | 
insurrection in Poland, chiefly derived from official sources :—During ‘the six-—- 
een months of the struggle, 30,000 insurgents were killed or severely wounded, 
61 were condemned to death by military tribunals, and 85,000 ns more or ~ 
less compromised were transported to Siberia. The war contributions levied were 
six millivus of roubles in the kingdom of Poland, three millions in -Lithuamia,;~ 
vo millions in Volhynia, Podolia and Kiew. The National Government, on 
its side, raised the following sums :—Six millions in Poland, three millions im 
Lithuania, two millions in Volhynia, Podolia and Kiew, two and a half mil- 
lions in Gallicia, and one million in Posnania. The number of Poles who 
found an asylum abroad is estimated at 10,000. 


Awertca.—Advices from the army of the Potomac up to the 14th ult., have 
been received. Some skirmishing had occurred along the lines, but the general © 
situation of the army remained unchanged. © The troops were vigorously 
engaged in strengthening the works, and heavy siege-guns were about to open 
on the enemy’s position. The Confederate demonstration against Washington 
appears to have terminated in a manner justifying the belief that no serious 
purpose of capturing the Federal capital was entertained by the invaders. A 
Washington despatch states that skirmishing continued all day on the 12th at 
adistance of from five to seven miles from the city. In the evening the 
garrison of Fort Stevens made a sally upon the Confederates, who were mena- 
cing the Fort, and drove them back. They left 100 of their wounded behind, 
and on the afternoon of the 13th the entire force passed through Rockville, 
moving rapidly towards Edward’s Ferry, at which point they crossed. thaePoto- 
mac, 1t 18 believed, in full retreat to Richmond. © They take with ‘them an 
immense amount of supplies, including several thousand of cattle — 
during the raid. Most of their infantry returned imonnted. It is now believed 
that the strength of the invading army has been greatly exaggerated. No 
definite idea, however, as to their numbers or future intentions, can be formed. 
from the reports thus far received. The general belief is that the raiders 
numbered from 8,000 to 15,000 men, under command of Early- and ~-Brecken- 
ndge, and that their object was to collect horses and supplies, to destroy 
railroad property, and to menace Washington, with a view to draw away a 
portion of Grant’s forces from before Petersburg, thereby paca. General. 
a an opportunity to assume the offensive with better chanees of success. 
Vonfederate accounts to the 9th ult., state that Johnston had fallen back to an* 
siPregnable position on the south bank of the Chatahoothie river, ‘and’ that 
is troops were in splendid condition and spirits, A Natchez despatch, which, 
se lacks co ation, states that Johnston had been forced back to 
ita, and that Sherman’s army was before the fortifications. of that place. 
were active in Shermgn’s rear, but effected: nothing of serious 
Jackson, Mieisipp, was on the Teh elt, by the Cope 
ackson, issippi, was on the t. e 
federates, under General Wirt Adams, and that the Federals'were 
some loss back to Clinton, 
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brethren are rejoicing in their labors, 
and seem more than ever determined 
to use all their energies in rolling on 
the Work of the Lord. I am thank- 
ful to say that in my journeyings the 
Lord has been with me. I am enjoy- 
ing myself in my labors, and feel en- 
couraged to continue my exertions in 
this part of the Lord’s vineyard, in 
which Iam greatly aided by my bre- 
thren ; and, the assistance afforded me 
by brother Barfoot in the office, en- 
ables me to get out more than I other- 
wise could do. 

1 trust that now you are about to 
close your labors in these lands for the 
present, and to return home to Zion, 
that the Lord will vouchsafe you that 
health and strength which you need. 
With kind love to yourself, President 
Wells and your associates, in which 
the brethren join with me, I am, as 
ever, yours faithfully, 

Isaac BULLOCK. 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE CONFERENCE. 
Neweastle-on-Tyne, July 13, 1864. 
President Cannon. 

Dear Brother,—lIt is with feelings of 
great joy that I take up my pen to 
address you on the present occasion, 
for the purpose of acquainting you 
with my feelings in the ministry. I 
can truly say that 1 have great cause 
of thankfulness to my heavenly Father 
for the goodness and mercy he has 
manifested toward me during my labors 
‘in this country. When I think of 
my own inexperience and inability, 
and then reflect upon how miracu- 
lously I have been sustained since I 
was first called to be a messenger of 
life and salvation to the world, it 
, causes my heart to overflow with 

thanksgiving unto God for his pre- 

serving care which has continually 
been over me. 

When I van get to talk a little with 
the people before they know I ama 
Latter-day Saint, they say I am very 
well versed in principle, Scripture, &c., 
but as soon as they hear what I am, 
they shun my company, and imagine 
that they see something about me that 
18 not exactly right. I am then looked 
upon a8 an outcast, devoid of all 
principle and as perfectly ignorant, 
which circumstance shows plainly that 


E. 


their minds are grossly prejndiced. 
But there are many who are willing to 
investigate, and my greatest aim has 
been to remove prejudice from them 

that they might have the aid of th 
Spirit of God to enable them to see 
clearly into the Truth, and I trust my 
labors have not been altogether jp 
vain. But, for all my success, I do 
not take the least credit to myself; | 
know it is God who works through his 
servants, and I am thankful that he 
uses me as an instrument for the 
spreading of the Gospel, for I feel 
much blessed in so doing. I learn 
more every day concerning my duties 
in the kingdom, and the Lord watches 
over me, chastening me when I go 
astray, and rewarding me when I do 
right, and my determinations are fixed 
stronger than ever to live so before 
the Lord that I can continually have 
his smile and approbation upon me, 
as well as give satisfaction to his ser- 
vants who are placed over me. 
Wherein I have erred up to the pre- 
sent time, I sorely repent of belore 
God, and by his blessing I| will in- 
prove on the past, and continue to pro- 
gress in holiness until, finally, I shall 
be worthy of salvation and exaltation 
in his kingdom. 

I am doing the best I can to forward 
the Work of God in this Conference. 
I cannot represent it in as flourishing 
a condition as some Conferefces are, 
but I trust we shall improve. We 
are baptizing occasionally, and there 
are many who are interested in the 
principles of the Gospel ; and, by the 
blessing of the Lord, the Newcastle- 
on-Tyne Conference will yet assist m 
forwarding his great and glorious Work 
upon the earth. I pray God to grant 
us his blessings that we may prosper 
in our humble endeavors to serve 
him. 

We are hoping to see you once more 
before you return home ;.and that the 
Lord may bless you, whether at home 
or abroad, on the land or on the sea, 
and preserve you to overcome 
things and come forth with the m= 
deemed and sanctified, is the oo¥ 
prayer of your humble brother in 
Gospel, 

CHARLES WILLIAM STAYNEB- 
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Russia. —The freshly-erected cupola crowning the Church of the | 
ation at St. Petersburg, came down on the 18th ult. with a terrific crash ; but 
ye Joss of life would have been comparatively limited had not crowds of towns- ~ 
seople forced an entrance into the edifice beyond all control from the police or 
military in immediate attendance. The concussion created by the falling dome 
‘, a short time brought down the whole structure, overwhelming several 
hundreds in the ruin, the precise amount of casualties by the catastrophe had not 
been ascertained at the despatch of latest intelligence. } 


Potanp.—The Baltic Gazette gives the following statistics relating to the la 
‘nsurrection in Poland, chiefly derived from official sources :—During the stx- 
ten months of the struggle, 30,000 insurgents were killed or severely wounded, 
361 were condemned to death by military tribunals, and 85,000 persons more or ~ 
less compromised were transported to Siberia. The war contributions levied were 
six milliuus of roubles in the kingdom of Poland, three millions in Lithuania, 
two millions in Volhynia, Podolia and Kiew. The National Government, on 
its side, raised the following sums :—Six millions in Poland, three millions in 
Lithuania, two millions in Volhynia, Podolia and Kiew, two and a half mil- 
lions in Gallicia, and one million in Posnania. The number of Poles who 
found an asylum abroad is estimated at 10,000. 


Avertca.—Advices from the army of the Potomac up to the 14th ult., have 
been received. Some skirmishing had occurred along the lines, but the general 
situation of the army remained unchanged. The troops were vigorously 
engaged in strengthening the works, and heavy siege-guns were about to open 
on the enemy’s position. The Confederate demonstration against Washington 
appears to have terminated in a manner justifying the belief that no serious 
purpose of capturing the Federal capital was entertained by the invaders. A 
Washington despatch states that skirmishing continued all day on the 12th at 
a distance of from five to seven miles from the city. In the evening the 
garrison of Fort Stevens made a sally upon the Confederates, who were mena- 
cing the Fort, and drove them back. They left 100 of their wounded behind, 
and on the afternoon of the 13th the entire force passed through Rockville, 
moving rapidly towards Edward’s Ferry, at which point they crossed the:Poto- 
mac, it 1s believed, in full retreat to Richmond. They take with them an 
immense amount of supplies, including several thousand head of cattle gathered. 
during the raid. Most of their infantry returned mounted. It is now believed 
that the strength of the invading army has been greatly exaggerated. No 
definite idea, however, as to their numbers or future intentions, can be formed. 
rom the reports thus far received. The general belief is that the raiders 
numbered from 8,000 to 15,000 men, under command of Early and Brecken- 
ndge, and that their object was to collect horses and supplies, to destroy 
railroad property, and to menace Washington, with a view to draw away a 
poten of Grant’s forces from before Petersburg, thereby affording General 
- © an opportunity to assume the offensive with bettef chances of success. 
vonfederate accounts to the 9th ult., state that Johnston had fallen back to an 
eae position on the south bank of the Chatahoochie river, and that 
roops were in splendid condition and A Natchez despatch, which, 
- — lacks confirmation, states that Johnston had been forced back to 
“.— and that Sherman’s army was before the fortifications of that place. 
, — Were active in Sherman’s rear, but had effected nothing of serious 
na ance. The Richmond Examiner states that a Federal force of 4,000, 
fad pying Jackson, Mississippi, was attacked on the 7th ult., by the Con-. 
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